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City of Brookhaven and Park Bond History

• 2012- City of Brookhaven incorporated

• 2014- Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan adopted

The Plan recommended a park specific master planning process.

• 2015- City conducted the master planning process for ten (10) City parks

The process included 60 stakeholder conversations, 20 community meetings, and 10 public 

information meetings

• 2016- Master plan drawings adopted by City Council on Feb 9

• 2018- Park Bond project list developed with Parks and Recreation Coalition, PARC

• 2018- Park Bond Referendum passed by Brookhaven citizens on Nov 6

The Bond includes 6 of the 10 park master plans

• 2019- Park Bond Citizen Oversight Committee established

• 2019- Jacobs contracted as Park Bond Program Manager

• 2019- Clark, Patterson, Lee contracted to complete design of 5 of the 6 Park

Bond parks
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Park Bond Oversight Committee

• 3 technical members, 1 south side resident, 1 north side resident

• Committee met 9 times in 2019 and 4 times in 2020

• Committee initially reviewed the master plans and beginning of construction documents to confirm 

compliance with the Park Bond

• Committee has continued review of Program updates and plans

• Next Committee meeting to be scheduled for March 2021

Financial Transparency

• Project Activity vs Budget Reports for each park located at https://www.brookhavenga.gov/parks-bond-

ref/page/parks-bond-expenditures-1

• Updated reports to be posted monthly

• Working internal spreadsheets track expenditures, OPC’s, expected costs, etc. vs Park Bond budgets

Communications

Park Bond information has continued to be provided to the public through:

• Oversight Committee meetings

• Park Bond CIP web site: https://www.brookhavenga.gov/parks-bond-ref

• Friday Brookhaven Blast

• Public Records Requests

• Email: ParksFeedback@BrookhavenGA.gov
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Park Bond Program Parks:

District 1
Blackburn Park
Lynwood Park
Murphey Candler Park

District 2
Ashford Park
Briarwood Park- pool
Briarwood Park- Phase 2

District 3
Brookhaven Park

Systemwide:
Capital Project Management (Lee Croy, Jacobs)
Murphey Candler Lake Dredging (Hari Karikaran, Public Works Director)
Invasive Plant Removal/Ornamental Tree Beautification (Brian Borden, Director of  Parks & Rec)
Park Security (Robert Mullis, Director of IT)

Attachments:
Program completion schedule
Park Bond Resolution Attachment A (Bond funding per park) 4



Blackburn Park

• The Program includes marquee fencing, solar canopy, site 

furnishings, landscaping, and parking lot renovations.

• Marquee fencing by Cline Service Corporation ($237,587.26) 

and frontage landscaping by Ed Castro Landscape Inc 

($48,908.00) was completed in 2019.

• Parking Lot Improvements were completed by Lovvorn 

Construction in October 2020 at a cost of $822,149.66.

• The parking lot project included resetting all granite curb 

within the park, milling existing asphalt, and repaving.

• A bioretention pond was added as required by stormwater 

regulations.

• The park drive along the soccer field was realigned to take 

traffic off the roots of the 50” oak tree.

• Special arborist care was required and provided for work at 

the 50” oak tree and 34” oak tree at the playground.

• Remaining budget to be used for design/construction of 

improvements to the parking lot on Donaldson Drive, shade 

structures, or landscaping.
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Marquee fencing and landscaping along 
Ashford Dunwoody Road
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Existing conditions with tree roots grown 

into the asphalt pavement reduced travel 

down to one lane.
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Completed project at the south 
entrance oak tree and at the north 
entrance playground.
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Lynwood Park

Lynwood Park masterplan with lazy river 10



Lynwood Park revised masterplan with splashpad and additional parking
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• The Bond Program includes a lap pool with lazy river and 

open space turf field. 

• It was noted that the lazy river would be revisited to 

determine if a splashpad would better serve the City and 

community. The CPL design team presented concepts and 

worked with the Oversight Committee to develop a revised 

masterplan. To include the splashpad.

• A Town Hall Meeting was held on Jan 9, 2020 to present the 

revised masterplan. The attending citizens supported 

changing to a splashpad. 

• Citizens voiced a bigger concern about limited parking. In 

response, the main parking lot was expanded, and additional 

parking was added off Mendell Circle. 

• Council affirmed the amended masterplan on January 28, 

2020.

• Soils investigations,  additional borings, and excavated test 

pits were required for design

• Stormwater design issues

• New City ordinance

• Underground detention

• The splashpad and pool are scheduled for completion to 

open for the Summer of 2022 swim season. 12



Existing Lynwood pool (left) 
New splashpad (below)
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Lynwood poolhouse entrance (above) and pool side (below)Existing poolhouse
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Murphey Candler Park

• The Bond Program includes boardwalks, new community 

building, trails, parking, scout hut, horseshoe playground and 

parking, and horseshoe parking and greenspace area.

• Items budgeted to be constructed include:

o New south trail along Nancy Creek behind the ball fields

o New playground in the Horseshoe

o Community green inside the Horseshoe

o Reconstructing Horseshoe Rd with gravel parking along the 

road and on Candler Lake E

o North boardwalk in the north wetlands

o Widening the dam sidewalk with overlooks

o Swimming pool parking lots improvements

o Demo of the Scout Hut

o New Lake House with additional park parking
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• The concrete and pervious concrete 

trail will run from the football parking 

lot along Nancy Creek to the North 

Fork Nancy Creek with a new creek 

crossing for trail users and ball players.

• The construction contract will be 

awarded to ICAN at the 2/23/21 City 

Council Meeting

• The contractor will have 5 months to 

complete the work.

South Trail
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Playground

• The new playground in the Horseshoe was 

awarded at the July 28, 2020 City Council 

meeting to Kompan for $305,315.99 using 

the U.S. Communities Cooperative Contract 

process.

• The playground structures install was 

completed on 2/10/21. Site work should be 

completed in March 2021.
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Community Green

• The community green is an open space 

lawn area with a perimeter sidewalk, 

short seatwalls to terrace the existing 

grade, entrance area with benches and a 

bike rack, and a small stage area with a 

seatwall and electrical outlets.

• The envisioned use of the green beyond 

use of the lawn includes stage use by 

homeschoolers, neighborhood groups, 

and family gatherings. It is not intended 

for large groups or concerts.

• Construction of the green is planned to 

begin this Spring to be completed in the 

Fall.
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Layout Plan – Horseshoe Area

Horseshoe Road

• The Horseshoe Road will be 

reconstructed following the same 

elevations and alignment.

• Resurfacing the existing road is not 

an option because the road has no 

base under the failed asphalt.

• New gravel parking spaces will be 

added between trees. At the 

insistence of the District Council 

Member, no trees will be removed 

as part of this project.

• The existing gravel parking lot on 

Candler Lake East will remain 

gravel but will have curb and 

gutter and sidewalk added to 

provide safer access to the 

playground area.

• Reconstruction of the Horseshoe 

will follow completion of the 

Community Green.



Combined playground, community green, 
and Horseshoe Rd design, left, and 
masterplan, right.
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North Boardwalk

•The North Boardwalk will provide viewing 

access across the wetlands at the north 

end of Murphey Candler Lake.

•The 10’ wide boardwalk will have 5 

overlooks with a larger 24’ x 24’ overlook 

connected by a 5’ wide boardwalk.

•The design/build contract will go to bid in 

the coming weeks.
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Boardwalk with railing at overlooks

Boardwalk with bumper rail

22



Multi-use trail on dam

• The dam sidewalk will be 

widened by 6’ to make it 11’ 

wide.

• 7- 6’ wide x 30’ long overlooks 

will be added

• The plans are currently in review 

for permitting by the GA EPD 

Safe Dams Program.

• Construction is planned to start 

in the fall.
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Pool Parking
• The south lot will be repaved 

with new curb and gutter and 

improved drainage.

• The north lot will be 

reconstructed to add 29 

parking spaces.

• Sidewalk will be added from 

the pool lot to the playground 

lot just to the south

• Construction is planned to 

begin when the pool closes in 

Sept 2021.
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Park Bond Project Tree Preservation Form

Park Name Murphey Candler Park

Proposed Trees Removed

ID AREA
PREVIOUS 

PLAN

REVISED 

PLAN
NOTES

A1 HORSESHOE 34 0 100% trees saved

A2 COMMUNITY GREEN 24 14 42% trees saved

A3 NATURAL PLAY AREA 53 18 66% trees saved 

B DAM BOARDWALK 0 0

C SOUTH TRAIL 23 4 83% trees saved

D POOL PARKING 124 52
58% trees saved; tree removal 

Includes 14 camellia bushes

E WETLAND BOARDWALK 0 0

258 88 69% trees saved 

Notes:
1. The updated tree survey has been incorperated into the revised layout plans. 

3. The revised layout plans have balanced parking yield and tree saving. 

4. Special tree protection details will be employed to save more trees. 

Total Trees Removed

2. Layout plans have been modified to accommodate all specimen trees and 

minimize impact on non-specimen trees. 



Scout Hut

• Inspections of the Scout Hut confirmed 

the presence of asbestos, lead paint, 

and mold.

• The cost of remediation, relocating, and 

bring the building up to code is cost 

prohibitive.

• Design has started on a demo package 

for the building. Plans are for demo to 

begin in late summer. 
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Lake House
• Public outreach was conducted to determine the 

community desired programming for the Lake House. 

Find the Public Input Report at 

https://www.brookhavenga.gov/sites/default/files/file

attachments/parks_and_recreation/page/24661/01.21

.2021_-_brookhaven_report_draft.pdf

• A MCP Lake House Concept Virtual Open House is 

scheduled for Monday, 2/22/21.

• The concept will show the proposed location along 

with the proposed programming and floorplan of the 

building. After the concept is finalized and adopted by 

Council, detailed building and site design will begin.
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Ashford Park

• The Program includes a splashpad with granite 

seatwalls, a new group picnic shelter, and new 

perimeter fencing.

• City Council reaffirmed the masterplan at the March 10, 

2020, Council meeting.

• Construction of the splashpad and a new pavilion are 

currently under contract with Integrated Construction 

and Nobility (ICAN). The contract is for $849,384.94. It 

was awarded at the July 28, 2020 City council meeting.

• The contract also includes drainage improvements, new 

boardwalk across a drainage swale, sidewalk and stairs 

to the new pavilion location, and new decorative fence 

to replace the old chain link park perimeter fence.

• Construction will be complete in time to open the 

splashpad this Spring.
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Old playground pavilion (left) 

New pavilion (below)
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Splashpad seatwalls with Brookhaven granite

View across splashpad location into the park
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Briarwood Park- pool replacement
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• The Bond Program includes a pool 

renovation in the referendum.

• Preliminary planning and design after the 

referendum passed determined that the 

existing facility could not be renovated but 

had to be fully replaced to bring the pool 

and poolhouse up to current codes and 

standards. City council approved resolution 

for change on 9/10/19.

• Construction contract was awarded to 

Waterworks/Aqua Design (JV) for 

$3,531,052.00.

• Construction cost and schedule was 

impacted by unsatisfactory soils, Ga Power 

timeline, and the beginning of the Covid-19 

pandemic.

• Construction was completed for the pool to 

open September 12, 2020.

• Remaining budget to be used for Phase 2 

and remaining masterplan items.
Briarwood Park deck breaking ceremony in Oct 2019
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Briarwood Park- Phase II

• The Bond Program includes parking lot improvements, seating 

and pavilion at the tennis courts, improvements and pavilion at 

the community garden, multi-use trail with boardwalks and 

bridge. 

• Placing the overhead electrical lines underground was 

accomplished in the pool project. Moving phone and cable to 

below ground and removal of poles will be completed before 

Phase 2 construction begins.

• The remaining budget for Phase 2 is approximately $2.5M. 

Prioritization may be needed to determine which remaining 

masterplan items are to be included.

• Input from the Briarwood Park Conservancy, PARC members, 

and the Briarwood Park Community Garden Sub-Committee 

was received and discussed with members. Their 

recommendations, desires, and needs have been addressed. 
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DRAFT- NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

39



40



• The Program includes Master Plan Improvements and Land 

Acquisition (Front Half).

• The masterplan developed by Lose Design includes dog park 

improvements including replacing the existing pavilion and 

patio, parking lot improvements, stage area, playground 

improvements, community garden, and basketball courts 

with seating.

Brookhaven Park
(masterplan approved by City 

Council on Dec 11, 2018)
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Gateway planned for Peachtree Road entry

Plans with improvements on County property
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• The elements located on the City property within the park are included in Phase 1 along with the parking lot 

improvements. See Site Plan.

• Construction documents were ready to proceed to bid in fall of 2020. County permitting and discussions 

concerning an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA), easements, library location, and possible property 

purchase have delayed the project. 
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The above pictures of the existing dog park parking lot, located on DeKalb County property, show failed 
asphalt and limited parking spaces. The new parking lot will provide 54 total spaces.
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New playground as presented to the Oversight 
Committee and Brookhaven Park Conservancy.

Old existing playground structure
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Existing dog park pavilion, restrooms, and patio to be replaced in Phase 1.

49



50



51

Brookhaven City Council Advance

February 20, 2021 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

Parks Bond Program

Completion Schedule M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Briarwood Park Pool Project

Blackburn Park Parking Lot Improvements

Ashford Park Splashpad

Briarwood Park Bid/Contract CONSTRUCTION

Brookhaven Park 

   Phase 1- dog park, parking, and playground Permitting pending Dekalb Co Bid/Contract

   Phase 2 & Peachtree gateway (pending property acquisition from DeKalb County)

Lynwood Park

    Splashpad/pool/artificial field PermitBid/Contract

Murphey Candler

    Natural play area (playground)

    South Trail Bid/Contract

    North Boardwalk Bid/Contract

    Community Green Bid/Contract

    Horseshoe Rd Bid/Contract

   Dam sidewalk Bid/Contract

   Pool parking lot Bid/ContractCONSTRUCTION

   Scout hut demo

   Lake House

System Wide

Murphey Candler Lake Dredging- Complete

Invasive plant removal / Ornamental tree beautification- Ongoing

Park security (fencing, cameras, wi-fi, etc.)- Ongoing

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

COMPLETE DESIGN PERMIT

All projects have been in planning, 

design, permitting, and Oversight 

Committee review throughout 

2019 and 2020 CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

DESIGN/BUILD

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCT

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

20222021

CONSTRUCTION

2019 2020

DESIGN Bid/Contract CONSTRUCTIONPERMIT

PERMITGA EPD Safe Dams

COMPLETE DESIGN

PERMITDESIGN BID DEMO

CONSTRUCTION



Park Bond
Resolution
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Contact Information

• Lee Croy, Jacobs

• Park Bond Program Manager

• Lee.Croy@Brookhavenga.gov

www.BrookhavenGa.gov

http://www.brookhavenga.gov/

